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Volkswagen (VW) and Didi Chuxing consider co-developing a shared 
AV network. VW would initially manage 100,000 new vehicles for Didi, 	
two-thirds of which would be VW vehicles. VW would also develop vehicles 
tailored to a shared automated fleet service, and the fleet will include 	
electric vehicles. 

Thirty organizations join to launch the Mobility Open Blockchain 		
Initiative (MOBI). BMW, Ford, General Motors, and Renault are the four 		
major automakers behind the initiative. The group also includes Bosch, IBM, 
and Blockchain at Berkeley, among other organizations. MOBI will explore the 
potential applications of blockchain technology in transportation.

Bird scooter sharing expands to Atlanta, Georgia. This development 
marks the company’s first operations in the southeastern U.S. Bird has also 
launched its scooter sharing service in Washington, D.C., Los Angeles, San 
Francisco, and Austin. 
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Zagster and LimeBike launch in Chicago. Last week, the Chicago Department 
of Transportation announced its permitting regulations for a six month dockless 
bikesharing pilot. Dockless services are allowed to operate primarily outside the 
coverage area for the city’s station-based bikesharing service, Divvy. Jump and Ofo 
are also planning to deploy dockless bikes in Chicago. 

Aptiv deploys 30 automated vehicles (AVs) on Lyft’s ridesourcing 	
platform in Las Vegas, Nevada. Lyft users will have the chance to ride in 
the AVs on an opt-in basis, and trained operators will monitor the vehicles. 
AV rides are free at present, but eventually passengers will be able to pay 
for trips in AVs on Lyft’s platform as they would pay for a ride in a vehicle 
with a human driver.
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https://techcrunch.com/2018/05/02/the-mobility-open-blockchain-initiative-bmw-gm-ford-renault/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-autoshow-beijing-vw-didi-exclusive/exclusive-volkswagen-in-talks-to-manage-didi-fleet-co-develop-self-driving-cars-idUSKBN1I10YP
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-uber-britain/unfit-uber-stripped-of-london-license-ceo-tweets-pls-work-w-us-idUSKCN1BX151
https://atlanta.curbed.com/2018/5/3/17315024/bird-scooters-atlanta-commute-last-mile-connectivity
https://chi.streetsblog.org/2018/05/01/limebike-and-zagster-dockless-bikes-launch-in-chicago-ofo-and-jump-are-coming/
https://www.aptiv.com/media/article/2018/05/02/cto-blog-a-path-to-commercialization-for-amod
http://imr.berkeley.edu/
http://imr.berkeley.edu/
http://imr.berkeley.edu

